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Social Soles interview series is based on the saying: “You don’t really know someone until you 
have walked in his shoes.”  We thought that it would be interesting to begin each interview 
asking our guest to bring a pair of shoes that are significant to him.  They can be a pair that he 
wore on his first day at college, those he wore when he graduated, a pair he wore to a parent’s 
funeral, a friend’s wedding, the pair he wore when he was sworn in as mayor…. What shoes 
will he bring? And what memories will they invoke?  We associate shoes with memories: good

and bad.   The question serves as an ice breaker and steers the path of the conversation.  This 
route will show us a side usually not seen in the one we are talking with.  We believe a more
personal, relatable side.  We are excited to see in which direction we are lead - by the choice in
footwear and the memories stirred.  Come. Let’s take a walk…

Is excited to introduce 

38

What is Social Soles?

SocialButterflyMagazin

e.c
om

W
he

rev
er y

ou go, there you social

with Pittsburgh’s
Mayor Peduto

Social Soles interview series is based on the saying: “You don’t really know someone until you 
have walked in his shoes.”  We thought that it would be interesting to begin each interview 
asking our guest to bring a pair of shoes that are significant to him.  They can be a pair that he 
wore on his first day at college, those he wore when he graduated, a pair he wore to a parent’s 
funeral, a friend’s wedding, the pair he wore when he was sworn in as mayor…. What shoes 
will he bring? And what memories will they invoke?  We associate shoes with memories: good

and bad.   The question serves as an ice breaker and steers the path of the conversation.  This 
route will show us a side usually not seen in the one we are talking with.  We believe a more
personal, relatable side.  We are excited to see in which direction we are lead - by the choice in
footwear and the memories stirred.  Come. Let’s take a walk…

Is excited to introduce 

38



The Interview
   SBM: Good morning, Mayor Peduto.  �ank you for 
making time in your busy schedule to talk to us today.  
We are proud and very excited to be launching 
SocialButter�yMagazine.com in Pittsburgh (initially),  
and thought: Who better than �e Mayor of this cool    
city to interview rst?
Mayor Peduto: Sure. (Smiling genuinely - in a way to 
make everyone feel at ease)
SBM: So, have you brought a pair of shoes to talk about 
today?
Mayor Peduto: No.
SBM: (�inking in a panic: Uhm….)
Mayor Peduto: (To the Rescue) I have not - because shoes to 
me are more about function than fashion.  Usually what 
I am concerned about in shoes is that they are polished 
and comfortable, as I am always on the move. But as I 
think about the question a pair comes to mind.
SBM: (�ank you, Mr. Mayor.  You had me scared for a 
minute there.  Keeping me on my TOES!) Oh, good.    I‘d 
like to hear more…
Mayor Peduto: I think it was about when I was in 7th   or 
8th grade. Nike hit the market with �e Cortez and kids 
around school started wearing them.  First it was the older 
kids and then the younger ones caught on.  Up until then, I 
don’t remember shoes meaning anything, but those shoes 
caught my attention. �ey were white with a red Swoosh. 
I wanted them.  I talked to my dad about them and he said 
no, when he found out they were $30.  Can you imagine, 
with the price of shoes today? 
SBM: Did your dad give in?  Did you get to sport the swoosh?  
Mayor Peduto: No.  It wasn’t practical.  He wasn’t going to 
buy into the hype.  BUT…. I did end up getting a pair by 
saving up my own money and buying them.  It was like a 
movement.  Everyone wanted them.  At rst we called them 
Nike with a long “i” and no “ee” sound at the end. One syllable.
SBM:  (“Nike” rhymes with “Mike”): Funny. Do you have 
any special memories connected with those shoes?  Did they 
help your Social Life?  
Mayor Peduto: I have lots of good childhood memories.  
But with those shoes…. It would have to be that same 
year: 7th- 8th grade. I recall a photo of Dave Goldberg, 
Rick Chadwick and me all wearing those same shoes.    
We had an undefeated football season.  I also remember 
wearing them to my rst concert to see Boston and Eddie Money.  
SBM:  (Good times) Fast-Forwarding ahead… How has 
your social life changed since becoming mayor?  Today, 

social, the city’s reputation becomes one with the mayor’s. It 
could happen in reverse too. If a mayor isn’t very socially 
outgoing or comfortable, the city can gain that reputation.  But 
I know some good mayors who are not.  �ey are good managers 
though, which is what we do, if you strip it down.  I manage 
about 4,000 employees and a billion dollar budget.  I guess if 
you are a social mayor you are active with the people, if you 
are not, you are active in other ways.
SBM: (I see how personal and professional become 
intertwined when you serve the public) Do you believe there 
is such a thing as a work/life balance? 
Mayor Peduto: It is tough. All events and functions that I am 
invited to – I am still looked at as �e Mayor.
SBM: So, do you follow what people say about you on 
Social Media?

we were not planning to have a political conversation, unless 
your shoes walked us that course.  We wanted to get to know 
- You: �e Person, not just - You: �e Mayor.  Do you think 
that it is possible to separate the two?
Mayor Peduto: I’ve always been rather social.  I think any of 
my friends would agree.  I was the president of the student 
body in high school, the president of my fraternity in college 
and the social chairmen, too of my fraternity in college.  A§er 
that I lived in the East End for a while and then moved away 
for a while to live in DC. 
SBM: (Nice!)
Mayor Peduto: I have a large number of friends and have 
always been active, but to answer your question about 

separating my professional life/self from my personal life… It 
is denitely hard because of the amount of hours I put in. I’d 
say the job impacts my social life and many things, like events 
and such that I attend professionally are also social in nature.
SBM: You have been social as a mayor for a short time, but 
how long have you been involved in politics? 
Mayor Peduto: For about twenty years…  I worked with 
Mayor Maslo¨, then Mayor Murphy, Mayor O’ Connor, then 
Mayor Ravenstahl…  Bob O’ Connor was the most social 
mayor.  I try to be most like him. Some people seem more 
naturally social.  Seems to be innate. I guess I mean a “People 
Person”, it’s easier for these types.  It’s who I am.
SBM: Do you think that Mayors need to be “socially outgoing” 
or “People Persons”? 
Mayor Peduto:  It probably helps, because I think people 
expect it. It seems like - if a city has a mayor who is very 

Mayor Peduto: Yes. To an extent.  I follow Twitter most, 
some FaceBook, and a little Instagram if I am tagged.  I try 
not to allow the negative to a¨ect me.  Sometimes people can 
be hard on public gures, but there are those who even it all 
out with their support. 
SBM: With 2016 rapidly approaching, any predictions ahead?
Mayor Peduto: A§er heading to Paris in early December to 
attend a climate summit, I plan to spend the holidays with 
family and relax some.  I don’t get much down time.  When    
I do I enjoy both watching and playing hockey.  I wouldn’t 
mind having a quiet cup of co¨ee either.  (�is answer seems 
nonchalant, now, but to put things in perspective: �is 
interview was conducted in late October, before the Paris 
attacks.  A§er the attacks, many opposed accepting Syrian 
refugees, but Mayor Peduto a¬rmed his continued support 
for welcoming them to Pittsburgh.)
SBM: Any Resolutions?
Mayor Peduto: I’d like to get my house in order. When your 
house is in order, your day follows suit.  
SBM: If you could walk in anyone’s shoes, whose would they be?
Mayor Peduto: �e people I always think of as my heroes 

are “servants of the people”.  So I would have to say Mahatma 
Gandhi, Mother Teresa, and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. What 
they did, they did for unselsh reasons. �ey were tormented, 
threatened – and in two of their cases – their lives were taken. 
I would like to know where and how they found the strength 
daily to continue on...
SBM:  �ank you again, Mr. Mayor.  Interesting where a white 
pair of Nike Cortez sneakers with a red swoosh will take you.  
And the lessons they teach:  If you want something bad enough, 
you’ll make it happen.  “Nike” rhymes with ”Psyche”.
Mayor Peduto:  (Smiles)
To see the “Behind the Scenes” video of our visit with 
Mayor Peduto (He gives us a tour of his o¬ce, art collection, and 
more good stu¨) Walk on over to our Youtube Channel! 
https://www.youtube.com/c/socialbutter�ymagazineonline
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